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AUAF ALUMNA RECEIVES WORLD’S 2019 WOMEN OF DISTINCTION AWARD AT NGO CSW63
The American University of Afghanistan warmly congratulates one of AUAF’s brightest alumna, Gharsanay
IbnulAmeen, for being awarded the Woman of Distinction (2019) at the NGO CSW63 Forum, organized
on March 10, 2019, at the Tribeca Performing Arts Center, New York, USA. It is worth mentioning that
Gharsanay is the youngest award recipient so far to receive this award.
The Woman of Distinction award is given to a woman in recognition of her leadership in the struggle for
gender equality, human rights and women’s empowerment. As a global coalition of hundreds of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and individuals, NGO CSW/NY organizes the NGO CSW Forum that
runs in parallel with the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, sponsoring 350+ events and
bringing in thousands from around the world.
To know more about this award and Gharsanay’s work and advocacy program, we invite you to read
this: https://www.ngocsw.org/woman-of-distinction/gharsanay-ibnulameen-ngo-csw-ny-2019-woman-ofdistinction
Gharsanay’s reflection on taking the World’s 2019 women of destination award: https://www.ngocsw.org/
blog-post/2019-women-of-distinction-award-reflections

AUAF PARTICIPATES IN THE SECOND ANNUAL PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE DIALOGUE BETWEEN
AUSTRALIA AND AFGHANISTAN
The Second Annual People-to-People Dialogue
between Australia and Afghanistan was held
between the 6th and 14th of March. It provided
an opportunity for both Australian and Afghan
communities to engage with issues faced by
women - incorporating their concerns into broader
diplomatic dialogue and peace processes, and in
the process opening up the involvement of women
to a range of areas, as well as identifying strategies
to continue moving forward. The Dialogue
represented Afghan women from a diverse range
of sectors and cultural backgrounds, such as
government, NGOs, education, business, civil
society, arts and sports. Throughout their time in
Australia, the delegation engaged through a variety
of forums including meetings, roundtables, panel
discussions and media interviews.
The distinguished women delegates were: Sajia
Behgam, Muqaddesa Yourish, Fatima Faizi, Onaba
Payab, Hadeia Amiry, Nahid Hamidy, Nargis Azaryun
& Farzana Wahidy. Among the nine delegates, three
were from the American University of Afghanistan Onaba Payab, Director of Advancement,

Muqaddesa Yourish, Deputy Minister of Commerce
and industry and Adjunct Professor of Business
Administration; and Nargis Azaryun, a senior political
science student -represented the education,
government and civil society.
The delegation met with the Australian
Government bodies, think-tanks, universities and
Afghan diaspora groups to discuss the roles and
challenges of Afghan women in the peace process.
There were many opportunities to engage with
academics and researchers about Afghan women,
peace and security. The Australian National
University, the University of Sydney, Alfred Deakin
University and Monash University hosted separate
roundtable discussions with the delegation where
delegates discussed the current status and future
prospects of Afghanistan. The Afghan diaspora and
Afghan-Australian community members showed
their support by hosting and engaging in panel
discussions with the delegates in Sydney and
Melbourne cities.

PROFESSOR GHIZAAL HARESS’S APPOINTMENT TO THE HIGH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL FOR PEACE
Professor Ghizaal Haress, Chair and Assistant Professor at the Department of Law at the American University
of Afghanistan, has recently been appointed as the member of the Leadership Council for Reconciliation.
Professor Haress specializes in Constructional Law and has taught various subjects including Constitutional
Law, comparative Constitutional Law, Advanced Constitutional Law, Legislative Drafting, Election Law,
International Human Rights Law, and Comparative Law. She has played a key role in preparation of outlines,
and review of the textbooks for the Law Program.
In addition to teaching at AUAF, Prof. Haress serves as a Commissioner at the Afghanistan Independent
Commission for Overseeing the Implementation of the Constitution, where she, as the only female member,
leads the Commission’s efforts to examine and interpret provisions of the constitution. Prof. Haress has
over seventeen years of experience working in law and development on the ground in Afghanistan in the
areas of human rights, elections and political participation, support to legal professionals, governance, and
constitutionalism.
Prof. Haress holds a Masters of Law (LLM) from the University of London, School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), United Kingdom, and a Bachelor of Law (LLB) from Kabul University.
For a deeper understanding at the obstacles to reaching a peace Prof Ghizaal Haress has written an article
in response to the Taliban’s claim that the Afghan constitution is western based and imposed on the Afghan
people. Below is the link to her article:
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/why-the-taleban-should-read-the-afghan-constitution/

PROFESSOR VICTORIA C. FONTAN, CHAIR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES DIVISION,
PARTICIPATES IN KIGALI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN KIGALI, RWANDA
From April 3rd to 8th, Prof Victoria Fontan attended the 25th commemoration of the 1994 Tutsi Genocide
in Rwanda. She was invited as a plenary panelist to the International Conference organized by Rwanda’s
National Commission for the Fight Against Genocide, held every five years since the end of the genocide.
The conference’s theme was “Preserving Memory, Championing Humanity”, and Prof Fontan reflected on
the collapse of Rwandan society before the genocide, and the lessons to be learned in other conflict and
post-conflict settings, specifically regarding the impact of ethnic markers in ID card systems, and the role of
social media in preventing or exacerbating crimes against humanity and genocide.
The panel was chaired by Dr Zachary Kaufman, Harvard Kennedy School and Stanford Law School; Prof
Frank Chalk, Condordia University; David Gakunzi, journalist; Bishop John Rucyahana, Chairman of the
National Unity and Reconciliation Commission of Rwanda; and Dr Andrew Wallis, historian specialized in
the detrimental role of France in the Tutsi Genocide. Prof Fontan live-tweeted the conference to her peace
studies and terrorism studies classes, as well as the wider AUAF community. After the panel, she met with
First Lady Jeanette Kagame and discussed the role of social media in preventing genocide. On Sunday April
7th, Prof Fontan attended the official commemoration ceremony organized by the Rwandan Government.
She met with former students and colleagues from the Rwandan army, judiciary, the University of Rwanda
and the Rwanda Peace Academy. The possibility of joint research and student exchange on transitional
justice was explored. More details on the Kwibuka conference can be found here: http://kwibuka.rw.

AFGHANISTAN PRESIDENTIAL TALK SERIES AT AUAF
In collaboration with Student Affairs Office, Political Science Club held two of its Afghanistan Presidential
Talk Series at AUAF. The Political Science Club is working with Afghan Presidential candidates to bring them
to AUAF so we can all have a better understanding of the candidates’ goals and plans, for the future of
Afghanistan.
The first candidate was Ahmad Wali Massoud, the head of Massoud Faoundation. He is also, the founder
of the political party Nahzat-e-Mili Afghanistan and played a key role in both presidential elections 2004
and 2009. The second candidate was Mr. Faramarz Tamana, the former Director General of the Center for
Strategic Studies of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Both candidates talked to AUAF students, staff and faculty
regarding their future plans, following a question and answer session by AUAF students. All Presidential
Candidates have been invited for the Presidential Talk Series and are expected to visit AUAF in the coming
weeks.

3RD SERIES OF PEACE TALK WITH FAWZIA KOOFI
On April 3rd, 2019, AUAF hosted Ms. Fawzia Koofi, former member of Afghan parliament and woman
representative at Afghan Taliban conference in Russia. Ms. Fawzia Koofi talked about peace progress, and
her perspective on the peace progress in Afghanistan. These series of talks have been started to discuss,
debate, understand and analyze various aspects of ongoing Peace Talks. These events are also important to
share view points between students and guest speakers about peace progress and its impact in Afghanistan.
The purpose behind the Peace Talk Series is to keep students informed with ongoing peace talks, and for
them to share their concerns with those who are playing a key role in the future of Afghanistan.

CAMPUS LIFE IN PICTURES

CAMPUS TOUR:
Admissions Department of the American University of Afghanistan organized a campus tour for 11th and
12th grade of high school students on Tuesday, April 09th. Around 45 male and female students participated
in this tour, they visited AUAF faculty, students, and received information regarding the current opportunities
and facilities exist within AUAF campus for the students and AUAF Community.
The visitors were all young high school student with high vision of brighter future. They all were interested
to join AUAF after they graduate from high school. As well as they appreciated the scholarship opportunity
that allow the low income families to send their children at the American university of Afghanistan.
peaceful Afghanistan.

4TH SERIES OF PEACE TALKS WITH FORMER AFGHAN MINISTERS OF DEFENSE AND INTERIOR
AFFAIRS
On April 10th 2019, AUAF hosted Lt. Gen Tariq Shah Bahrami, Former Afghan Defense Minister and Mr.
Wais Ahmad Barmak, Former Afghan Minister of Interior Affairs, on the fourth series of Peace Talks.

AUAF OLYMPICS 2019
AUAF’s Sport Office organized Olympic Games starting from the beginning of April 2019 for the AUAF
students. This year, AUAF Olympic tournaments include table tennis, mini soccer, chess, volleyball (female),
badminton, relay race and 100m and 5k running. This was a chance for students to enjoy their time and
examine their sporting skills as well as cheer their favorite teams.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION WORKSHOP FOR US EMBASSY SCHOLARS
Student mentoring program held an informative workshop with US Embassy Scholars on Thursday 4th of
April, 2019. The purpose of the workshop was for students to understand the better ways of communicating
and public speaking rules. The workshop was delivered by Sara Rahim, a successful public speaker who won
many international debating prizes for her activities. Over 100 students participated and benefited from the
lessons provided by the guest speaker.

CHAMPS PEER MENTORING COLLABORATIVE EVENT ON SUCCESS STORIES
On Thursday, March 28th, 2019, CHAMPS Peer Mentoring Program organized a “CHAMPS Peer Mentoring
Collaborate Event on Success Stories”. The aim of the event was to give a chance for mentors to come
together and share their success stories and their future long-term goals. This event not only focused on
enhancing leadership skills and improving networking skills but also was a great chance to hear and get
inspired by other’s success stories.

SEND TALKS BY SPEECH CLUB
AUAF’s Speech Club, in collaboration with Student Affairs, organized Send Talks on 28th of March, 2019. This
event was an opportunity for student to share their thoughts, ideas, and perspectives.
SEND Talks, an initiative of AUAF’s Speech Club, is the AUAF version of TED Talks. SEND Talks which stands
for (Student Empowerment Network for Development) happens every semester and organized by Speech
Club in collaboration with the Office of Student Affairs. Speech Club’s goal is to empower and inspire AUAF
students and teach them Public Speaking Skills.

FRESHTA IBRAHIMI’S MENTION IN A POPULAR JOURNAL CALLED “OUTSIDE”
One of AUAF’s US Embassy scholarship graduates in 2017 spring is mentioned in the article below from
Outside, a popular journal in the US. Freshta Ibrahimi majored in Bachelor of Business AdministrationManagement, with a minor in Law.
https://www.outsideonline.com/2393332/noshaq-afghanistan-first-women-ascent

Freshta Ibrahimi right- Yousofi left

SAMINA ANSARI WRITES FOR TOLONEWS
Samina Ansari, adjunct professor at AUAF, has co-written an article on “The Evolution of Afghan Women’s
Status”. Samina Ansari is an adjunct professor for Gender and Afghan Politics at the American University of
Afghanistan. She has an academic background in Law and Diplomacy and has previously worked for NATO
Secretary General’s Office for Women, Peace and Security.
https://www.tolonews.com/opinion/evolution-afghan-women%E2%80%99s-status

CHOOSING LAW AS YOUR MAJOR - CAREER DISCOVERY
On April 11th, 2019, Law department in collaboration with the Office of Student Affairs, organized career
discovery event on “Choosing Law as your Major”. Prof. Ghizal Harris, chair of Law department, shared the
advantage of studying law at AUAF, their achievements, and future plans. In addition, students were also
inspired to know about the collaboration of AUAF law department with the Stanford University in the United
States.

AUAF’S HOTLINE
American University of Afghanistan is committed to creating and sustaining an environment of trust and
openness. We encourage our Team Members, business partners, customers and members of the public
to contact us if they are aware of behavior that may be in violation of our policies, applicable laws, or donor
requirements. To that end, we have established Hotline, which is independently administered at AUAF. All
reports will be kept confidential to the extent possible and will be promptly investigated. Individuals may
choose to make an anonymous report by using any of the below tools:
1. Submit a Report by filling the following form
2. Email us on auafhotline@auaf.edu.af
3. Call us on 0790501510

